
AMERICAN FAST FREIGHT INC. and/or HAWAIIAN OCEAN TRANSPORT INC.
7400 45th St. CT. E. 

Fife, Washington 98424
Phone 253-926-5000   Fax 253-926-5104

www.americanfast.com
In the event a copy of this document is submitted by fax, it shall be deemed a duplicate original for all intents & purposes.

CREDIT APPLICATION 

Monthly Credit Requested $___________ Sales Rep___________________

Applicants Business Name___________________________________________DBA_____________________________________

Physical Business Address________________________________________ City____________________State______Zip_______

Billing Address_________________________________________________City____________________State______Zip________

Business Phone Number__________________________________________Federal Tax ID#______________________________

PROPRIETORS, PARTNERS, OWNERS, OFFICERS:
Name Title Address Social Security Number

Attach photocopy of assumed business name or current corporate license

TRADE REFERENCES/CREDITORS (Complete name address, phone and fax number)

1.

2.

3.

Banking Institution__________________________Branch__________________________City/State_______________________________

Phone Number_________________________Fax Number___________________________Contact_______________________________
The individual or business named above (the “Applicant”) applies for credit with American Fast Freight, Inc., including all its divisions and wholly owned subsidiaries, Hawai-
ian Ocean Transport, Inc. (“AFF”). If the Applicant is a business, the undersigned individual certifies that he/she is authorized to complete the application on behalf of the
Applicant and can certify that all of the Applicant’s statements are true.

Applicant agrees to provide AFF with a current financial statement if requested. Applicant gives AFF permission to make inquiry on financial and related matters at Appli-
cant’s bank, vendors or suppliers, and authorizes such firms to release same to AFF. The Applicant, the principal(s), proprietor(s) and proposed guarantor(s) hereby con-
sent to AFF’s use of a consumer credit report to further evaluate the credit worthiness of the Applicant, principal(s), proprietor(s) and/or guarantor(s) in connection with the
extension of business credit as contemplated by this credit application, and from time to time in connection with the extension or continuation of the credit represented by
this credit application. AFF certifies that it will use such credit report for the purposes permitted by Section 604 of the Federal Credit Reporting Act., 15U.S.C. @1681 et
seq., and for no other purpose.

If AFF agrees to extend credit to Applicant, the applicant agrees to the following terms of payment: Invoices are due and payable immediately. Invoices not
paid within 30 days of the date of invoices will be considered past due. A late payment penalty of one and one half percent (1.5%) per month will be added to
all unpaid/past due balances. AFF’s tariff terms are incorporated by reference and made a part of this agreement. In the event Applicant’s account becomes delinquent,
Applicant agrees that AFF shall have the right to bring suit against Applicant and/or the principal(s), proprietor(s) and guarantor(s) in its own name or in the name of any
AFF-related company. If this occurs, Applicant agrees to pay the costs of collection, including actual attorney’s fees incurred in suit by AFF, its related companies or its as-
signs. Applicant further agrees that venue of any suit will be laid in King County, Washington or Anchorage, Alaska at AFF’s election.

___________________________________________________ ___________________________________________Date___________________
Print Name/Title Signature
Must be Owner, Officer or Authorized Signer for Company

Personal Guarantee
The undersigned agrees to personally and unconditionally guarantee payment of all sums owed by the Applicant under this agreement. AFF may extend any
payment from time to time and consent to the acceptance of further and/or other types of security, all without in any way affecting the undersigned’s liability. AFF
shall have the right to bring suit against Applicant and/or the principal(s), proprietors and guarantor(s) in any order as determined by AFF. Venue will lie as pro-
vided in this agreement. This is a continuing guarantee which shall not be revoked without prior written notice and AFF’s consent. 

___________________________________________________ ___________________________________________Date___________________
Print Name/Title Signature of Guarantor
Notice: The Federal Equal Credit Opportunity Act  prohibits creditors from discriminating against credit applicants on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex,
marital status, age (provided the applicant has the capacity to enter into a binding contract); because all  or part of the applicant’s income derives from any public assistance
program; or because the applicant has, in good faith, exercised any right under the Consumer Credit Protection Act. The federal agency that administers compliance with
the law concerning this credit is the Federal Trade Commission, Division of Credit Practices 6th and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW Washington DC 20580.
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Sec. 1. (a) The carrier, defined to include freight for-
warders, or the party in pos session of any of the property
described in this bill of lading shall be liable as at com mon
law for any loss thereof or damage thereto, except as here-
inafter provided. 

(b) No carrier shall be liable for any loss or damage
to a shipment or for any delay caused by an Act of God, the
public enemy, the authority of law, or the act or default of
shipper. Except in the case of negligence of the carrier or
party in posses sion, the carrier or party in possession shall
not be liable for loss, damage or delay which results: when
the property is stopped and held in transit upon request of
the shipper, owner or party entitled to make such request; or
from faulty or impassible highway, or by lack of capacity of a
highway bridge, ferry, ship or barge or from a defect or vice
in the property; or from riots or strikes. The burden to prove
freedom from negligence is on the carrier or the party in
possession. 

Sec. 2. Unless arranged or agreed upon, in writing,
prior to shipment, carrier is not bound to transport a ship-
ment by a particular schedule or in time for a particular mar-
ket, but is responsible to transport with reasonable dispatch.
In case of physical necessity, carrier may forward a ship-
ment via another carrier.   

Sec. 3. (a) As a condition precedent to recovery,
claims must be filed in writing with: freight forwarder or any
participating carrier having sufficient information to identi fy
the shipment. 

(b) Claims for loss or damage must be filed within
nine months after the delivery of the property (or, in the case
of export traffic, within nine months after deliv ery at the port
of export), except that claims for failure to make delivery
must be filed within nine months after a reasonable time for
delivery has elapsed. 

(c) Arbitration for loss, damage, injury or delay shall
be instituted against any carrier not later than two years and
one day from the day when written notice is given by the car-
rier to the claimant that the carrier has disallowed the claim
or any part or parts of the claim specified In the notice.
Where claims are not filed or arbitration is not instituted
thereon in accordance with the foregoing provisions, no car-
rier shall be liable and such claims shall not be paid.

(d) Any carrier or party liable for loss of or damage
to any of said proper ty shall have the full benefit of any insur-
ance that may have been effected, upon or on account of
said property, so far as this shall not void the policies or con-
tracts of insur ance, PROVIDED, that the carrier receiving
the benefit of such insurance will reimburse the claimant for
the premium paid on the insurance policy or contract. 

Sec. 4. (a) If the consignee refuses the shipment ten-
dered for delivery by carrier or if carrier is unable to deliver
the shipment, because of fault or mistake of the con signor or
consignee, the carrier’s liability shall then become that of a
warehouseman. Carrier shall promptly attempt to provide
notice, by telephonic or electronic communi cation as provid-
ed on the face of the bill of lading, if so indicated, to the ship-
per or the party, if any, designated to receive notice on this
bill of lading. Storage charges, based on carrier’s tariff, shall
start no sooner than the next business day following the
attempt ed notification. Storage may be, at the carrier’s op-
tion, in any location that provides rea sonable protection
against loss or damage. The carrier may place the shipment
in pub lic storage at the owner’s expense and without liability
to the carrier. 

(b) If the carrier does not receive disposition instruc-
tions within 48 hours of the time of carrier’s attempted first
notification, carrier will issue a second and final confirmed
notification. Such notice shall advise that if carrier does not
receive disposi tion instructions within 10 days of that notifi-
cation, carrier may offer the shipment for sale at a public
auction and the carrier has the right to offer the shipment for
sale. The amount of the sale will be applied to the carrier’s
invoice for transportation, storage and other lawful charges.
The owner will be responsible for the balance of charges not
cov ered by the sale of the goods. If there is a balance re-
maining after all charges and expenses are paid, such bal-
ance will be paid to the owner of the property sold
hereun der, upon claim and proof of ownership. 

(c) Where carrier has attempted to follow the proce-
dure set forth in subsections 4(a) and (b) above and the pro-
cedure provided in this section is not possible, nothing in this
section shall be construed to abridge the right of the carrier
at its option to sell the prop erty under such circumstances
and in such manner as may be authorized by law. When per-
ishable goods cannot be delivered and disposition is not giv-
en within a reasonable time, the carrier may dispose of
property to the best advantage. 

(d) Where a carrier is directed by consignee or con-
signor to unload or deliver property at a particular location
where consignor, consignee, or the agent of either, is not
regularly located, the risk after unloading or delivery shall
not be that of the carrier.   

Sec. 5. (a) In all cases not prohibited by law, where a
lower value than the actu al value of the said property has
been stated in writing by the shipper or has been agreed
upon in writing as the released value of the property as de-
termined by the clas sification or tariffs upon which the rate is
based, such lower value plus freight charges if paid shall be
the maximum recoverable amount for loss or damage,
whether or not such loss or damage occurs from negli-
gence. 

(b) No carrier hereunder will carry or be liable in any
way for any docu ments, coin money, or for any articles of ex-
traordinary value not specifically rated in the published clas-
sification or tariffs unless a special agreement to do so and
a stipulated value of the articles are endorsed on the bill of
lading.

Sec. 6. Every party, whether principal or agent, who
ships explosives or dangerous goods, without previous full
written disclosure to the carrier of their nature, shall be liable
for and indemnify the carrier against all loss or damage
caused by such goods. Such goods may be warehoused at
owner’s risk and expense, sold or destroyed without com -
pensation. 

Sec. 7. (a) The consignor or consignee shall be liable
for the freight and other lawful charges accruing on the ship-
ment, as billed or corrected, except that collect ship ments
may move without recourse to the consignor when the con-
signor so stipulates by the signature or endorsement in the
space provided on the face of the bill of lading. Neverthe-
less, the consignor shall remain liable for transportation
charges where there has been an erroneous determination
of the freight charges assessed, based upon incomplete or
incorrect information provided by the consignor. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a)
above, the consignee’s liability for payment of additional
charges that may be found to be due after delivery shall be
as specified by 49 U.S.C. § 13706, except that the con-

signee need not provide the specified written notice to the
delivering carrier if the consignee is a for-hire carrier. 

(c) Nothing in this bill of lading shall limit the right of
the carrier to require the prepayment or guarantee of the
charges at the time of shipment or prior to delivery. If the de-
scription of articles or other information on the bill of lading is
found to be incor rect or incomplete, the freight charges must
be paid based upon the articles actually shipped. 

Sec. 8. If this bill of lading is issued on the order of the
shipper, or his agent, in exchange or in substitution for an-
other bill of lading, the shipper’s signature on the prior bill of
lading or in connection with the prior bill of lading as to the
statement of value or otherwise, or as to the election of com-
mon law or bill of lading liability shall be consid ered a part of
this bill of lading as fully as if the same were written on or
made in con nection with this bill of lading. 

Sec. 9. (a) Unless previously agreed in writing and
supported by freight value declaration submitted by the
Shipper, the Carrier’s liability shall be limited to the lesser of:
(1) the Shipper’s invoice value of the goods plus transporta-
tion charges paid; or (2) $7.50 per pound of the weight of
any goods lost, or damaged portion of the goods, up to a
maximum of $250,000 per consolidated FEU.  In no event
shall carrier’s liability exceed the goods’ invoice value plus
transportation paid. 

(b) Carrier offers Shipper freight rates which impose
on Carrier full and limited liability for lost or damaged cargo.
Carrier shall supply and make available to Shipper full cargo
liability freight rates on Shipper’s request.  Shipper acknowl-
edges the availability of carrier full liability.  In the absence of
Shipper’s request for full liability service, Shipper acknowl-
edges that it waives carrier’s full liability for lost, or damaged
cargo, and agrees to the terms stated in (a) above.

(c) Carrier offers Shipper all risk cargo insurance
from third-party insurers on request to the extent Shipper
qualifies for such insurance per terms provided by the third
party insurers.

Sec. 10 (a) Subject to the overall limitation of liability
set forth in Section 9(a), if any of Shipper’s cargo is trans-
ported by water carrier, such transportation is provided sub-
ject to the water carrier terms, provisions, limitations of
liability and pertinent laws applicable to water carriers.  The
Shipper shall save harmless and keep Carrier indemnified
from and against any claims of a General Average nature
which may be made to the Carrier.  Where potential liability
for General Average arises in connection with Shipper’s
goods, Shipper shall promptly provide a bond or other secu-
rity to the Carrier, or to any other party designated by the
Carrier, in a form acceptable to the Carrier, in the amount of
the general average claim.

(b) The Shipper warrants and guarantees that all in-
formation provided by Shipper to Carrier regarding the
goods is accurate and correct.  Shipper shall hold Carrier
harmless for all claims by U.S. Customs and Border Patrol
authorities (duties, levies, taxes, fines etc.) against the Carri-
er in connection with Shipper’s goods.  Where potential civil
liability for any violation of U.S. or foreign security and/or an-
titerrorism statutes or regulations arises in connection with
Shipper’s goods, Shipper shall promptly provide a bond or
other security to the Carrier or to any other party designated
by the Carrier in a form acceptable to the Carrier.

NOTE: Sections 1 a & b, 3 a, 4 b & c, 6, 9 a, b & c and
10 a & b contain exceptions to NMFC Uniform Bill of Lading
Terms and Conditions. 
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American Fast Freight, Inc. is a participant in the NMFC Hawaiian Ocean Transport, Inc. (HOT, Inc.) is a participant in the NMFC. 


